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Mining for makeup
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The latest sparkly trend to hit your
cosmelics bag is mineral powders

BY LEANNE DELAP
he latest trend the cosmetics
waorkl is mining is, well, min-
erals.

From 1'Oréal’s new Bare Nawral
powdered mineral foundation to La
Mer's new mineral powder, it’s all
about metals in your makeup.

Cover FX. 1 onto-based
company that began making com-
plete-coverage makeup for people
with medical skin-pigmentation
conditions, then went into cosmet-
ics for the larger public in 2003, re-
cently launched Mineral FX.

Since minerals are naturally pig-
mented, their use in foundations
means the products are free of dyes.
Acvording 10 Cover X, mineral
powders are also free of chemical
sunscreens, tal, and oil. The
foundation powder is “99.9 per cent
minerals,” says Jenny Prankel, vice-
president of the company and a
chemical engineer, "People hear
they are supposed to wand that, but
they're nol seally s why”

Indeed. Frankel says minerals are
goud for the following reasons.
First, they are non-comedogenic,
which means they do not block
pores. Second, they do not absorh
the oils of your skin (which is what
the‘rfllcs‘ I;I'I nm"mul powders dao).

such astitan-

fum and zine oxides are natural
sunscreens, providing an SPF of 15
without chemicals,

Another Canadian brand, Teye,
from the Calgary-bused Ousis Spa
fa second, mega-branch just
opened in Toronto n the Distllery
District) is also mir -based. The
brand's creative  director,  Dan
Thompson, notes that minerals “do
not harbour bacteria, and are natu-
ral anti-inflammatories,

Frankel says the key ingredients
in Minegal FX are bismuth oxychlo-
ride and mica, both of which are
natural light reflectors, “But you
don't want o much light reflec-
tion, or you will look opalescent.”
T]hl: key is finely micronized parri-
cles.
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Our favourite of the
brands on the miner
bandwagon is La Mes 11
(590 a1 Halt Rentrow), whi )
tains vourmaline that has been bro
ken down ina jet mill to tay micro
ns. Silica keeps the mix lght. and
each particle "is uniform and co;

five on their website)

The opaque properties of minog
als mean you can gee a sarprisiog
amount of coverage out of a oo
or pressed foundation  povader.

talc free mineral face powder,
$20.99 at Shoppers; centre, Teye
Safari bronzer and front, mineral
powder, each $63, leye.ca.

oo much.

T'went nuts for the Teye stull, un
til one day at the bar at the Four
Seasons my date asked me 171 had
been on vacation. In oy min
thought the powder was light os air
I probably had the wrong sh
Because these minerd powdes
atop the skin, they coal mare, and
the eolowrs are mone itense than
creams that you blend,

1 weas, as it were, hidiog my light
under some rocks,




